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Introduction 
 
1. In Part II of the 2006 draft Questionnaire the Secretariat significantly amended the structure and 
wording of the general questions, contained in the last general Questionnaire of 2002. It considerably 
reduced the size of the general part. 
 
2. The Secretariat further added to the general part, in a condensed form, most of the questions 
(concerning ‘soft’ obligations, i.e. obligations not for priority compliance review) that were deleted 
from the protocol related part by the EB, when discussing the draft 2004 Questionnaire at its 21st 
session. 
 
3. So, the general part of the questionnaire now also contains a number of obligations for which 
reporting is compulsory pursuant to one or more of the protocols. 
 
4. The approach chosen in 2002, in an attempt to harmonize answers, and consisting of guided, 
stepwise built-up questions, is changed again into the pre-2002 approach of open questions, the wording 
of which is even more general than before. 
 
Considerations and Comments 
 
5. Where answering of the questions is concerned, short is not always identical with easy to be 
handled and a short question is not a guarantee for a complete and correct answer. Therefore, it is 
welcomed that in the introduction to the 2006 Questionnaire (in para. 4 of EB.AIR/2005/4/Add.1), 
those filling out the Questionnaire are encouraged to consult the 2002 Review of Strategies and 
Policies, as well as previous replies to the 2002 and 2004 Questionnaires. 
 
6. We do hope that the new structure and editing of the questions will stimulate national answers 
suitable to be interpreted and compared. The information derived from these national answers is of 
importance to the parties collectively: for future development of the protocols, for individual parties: to 
learn from the experience of others, and for the general public. 
 
7. It is therefore important to arrange for a procedure to evaluate the effectiveness of this new Part 
II of the Questionnaire, preferably in due time before the preparation of the 2008 Questionnaire. Such 
evaluation could perhaps be undertaken in the context of the WGSR. 
 
8. Apart from this general observations, document EB.AIR/2005/4/Add.2 gives rise to a number 
of specific remarks, presented below in para. 10. Text proposals are presented in the section below 
‘Adjustments to the text of the questions in Part II. 
 
Rationale for the adjustments 
 
Most importantly, in contrast to what is stated in the box on p. 2, before section A, many of questions 
50-69 are not (fully) non-mandatory. This results from shifting the ‘soft’ obligations to this part of the 
Questionnaire. A way to meet this objection is to change the wording in the box and to indicate in each 
of these questions for which protocols the question is mandatory.  
 

Q.52. The list of sectors mentioned concerning integration of air pollution policies with other 
policies is not complete. 
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Q.56. In the list of economic instruments taxes are missing, as is a request to describe what is 
done with revenues from charges, taxes, etcetera. 
Q.59. When it is asked to specify the largest contributor to pollution from the transport sector, it 
makes great difference which pollutants are meant. 
Q.62. Reporting on research, development and monitoring is not only relevant for the POP and 
Gothenburg protocols. It is also mandatory for most of the other protocols. It would not be 
correct to assume that mentioning research etcetera, under the Gothenburg protocol would 
make reporting on research etc. under the NOx, VOC and Sulphur protocols superfluous, 
because not all parties to these protocols are also party to the Gothenburg protocol.  
Q.63. “Direct industrial contacts and cooperation” (mentioned in the NOx, VOC, Oslo and HM 
protocols) is missing.  
Q.64. Only passive information is mentioned. Active information e.g. for POPs on risk 
assessment and hazards and risk reduction and product substitution, is missing. 

 
Adjustments to the text of the questions in Part II 
 
1. Change the heading of the box before section A. of Part II. into: 

“Questions 50-69 are of a general nature, partly optional and partly mandatory”. Then 
start with two new sentences, reading: “A question is mandatory if, and insofar as, it is directly 
related to a reporting obligation under one or more specific protocols, and only for Parties to 
such protocols. In such cases, the question is followed by an indication for which protocols the 
question is mandatory”. 

2. After ‘energy’ in Q.52 add: “industry, finance”. 
3. In Q.55 change ‘solid waste’ into: “soil, waste”. 
4. After ‘charges’ in Q.56 add: “or taxes”, and add a new sentence at the end, reading: “Describe 

how revenues from charges/taxes, fees or fines for non-compliance, are used.”. 
5. After ‘labelling schemes’ add: “classification of environmental preferability”. 
6. Add in the first line of Q.59, after ‘source sector’: “for each of the pollutants covered by the 

protocols”. At the end of the text of the question add a new sentence: “Provide information on 
experience with public announcements, encouraging the best use of all modes of transport and 
promoting traffic management schemes, with the purpose to foster public participation in 
emission control programmes,”. 

7. At the end of Q.60 add: “(mandatory under the Oslo Protocol)”. 
8. Replace the 2nd part of the 1st sentence of Q.62, starting with ‘taking into account’, by: “and its 

protocols.” and at the end of the question add: “(mandatory under the Oslo Protocol, the 
Protocol on Persistent Organic Pollutants, the Protocol on Heavy Metals and the Gothenburg 
Protocol)”. 

9. In Q63 add: “(h) Direct industrial contacts and cooperation, including joint ventures.” and add 
at the end of the question: “(mandatory under the NOx Protocol, the VOC Protocol, the Oslo 
Protocol, the Protocol on Persistent Organic Pollutants, the Protocol on Heavy Metals and the 
Gothenburg Protocol)”. 

10. In the 1st and 2nd line of Q.64 change ‘access to information on air pollution policies by the 
general public’, into: “provision of information to the general public on air pollution”. After 
that 1st sentence insert a new sentence: “This may include for POPs, information on risk 
assessment and hazard, information on risk reduction, on elimination or reduction of use and on 
alternatives to POPs, including an evaluation of the risks that such alternatives pose.”. At the 
end of the question add:’’(mandatory under the Protocol on Persistent Organic Pollutants and 
the Gothenburg Protocol)”. 
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